[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



[image: image3.png]


Page 2:
ECU

Press Release
RAFI now supports user interfaces with embedded control units for control and visualization functionality  
Berg/Ravensburg – RAFI, a global leader in human machine interfaces, now optionally equips the GLASSCAPE series of capacitive touch displays with powerful processing units for control and visualization tasks. The Embedded Control Units (ECU) are available in various performance classes. RAFI supplies individually configured platforms to minimize time and resource demands for customers. Device manufacturers therefore receive a complete operating and monitoring solution from a single source that comprises the touch panel, enclosure, computing unit, and drivers. 


Illustration: The BALANCEECU and POWERECU control units are DIMM PC modules for mounting on the baseboard
RAFI pre-configures the ECUs to suit specific input systems and application requirements. Three performance classes are initially available – ECOECU, BALANCEECU and POWERECU: ECO class are cost-efficient integrated processing units with economical 8-, 16- and 32-bit controllers for basic control and visualization tasks. RAFI integrates these directly into the application according to customer specifications. The more powerful BALANCEECU and POWERECU control units are designed for mid-level and demanding requirements, respectively. Both of these plug-in modules for baseboards feature a pin-compatible platform with scalable peripherals and memory. Baseboards are supplied in a custom form factor and come equipped with all customer requested interfaces and necessary drivers. The BALANCEECU features a Freescale i.MX35 processor and supports touch displays with a resolution up to 800 x 600 pixels, animated graphics and single-touch input. For particularly challenging control tasks and high-quality visualization including 3D images, RAFI offers the POWERECU module with an 800 MHz ARM Cortex-A9 processor, 1 GByte DDR3 SDRAM and 1 GByte NAND flash memory. POWERECU features multi-touch input capability and supports full HD screen resolution (up to 1920 x 1200 pixels) for display sizes up to 24''. 
BALANCEECU is available with Windows CE 6.0 or Linux, while POWERECU is supplied with Windows Embedded Compact 2013 as the standard OS. Windows Embedded Compact 7 and Linux are available on request. 

Since the control units are based on uniform and tested platforms, users do not have to commit significant resources to complex in-house developments with all the associated risks. Furthermore, these ready-to-use, pre-configured control units help to considerably reduce the product time-to-market for the customer. 
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About RAFI
Founded in 1900, RAFI now develops and produces electromechanical components such as pushbuttons and switches, operating systems such as touch screens, keyboards, electronic components, and systems for man-machine communication. RAFI products are employed in more than 30 industries, e.g., in medical equipment, mechanical engineering, road and railway vehicles, household appliances, and telecommunications. The RAFI group operates internationally with approx. 2,000 employees at ten sites in Germany, Europe, China, and the USA. The group’s headquarters are located in Berg (Baden-Württemberg, Germany).
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