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RAFI at Agritechnica 2015

Press Release
Agritechnica 2015: 
RAFI's innovative 3D operating panel for agricultural and construction machinery proves popular 
Berg/Ravensburg – RAFI have presented all-new controls for agricultural and construction machinery at Agritechnika 2015: a GLASSCAPE touchscreen and wear-free joystick are complemented by the new 3D-SCAPE, a capacitive 3D touch input solution (patent pending). Integrated into the armrest of the driver's seat, this ergonomically shaped module features capacitive touch sensors that detect user input in sensitive zones that can be tapped or swiped across. Tactile finger guides enable intuitive and safe control without looking at the panel.
	

	Illustration: RAFI 3D-SCAPE is an innovative 3D operating solution for agricultural and construction machinery


The totally enclosed module cannot be compromised by dirt, humidity or dust ingress and has no mechanical components that require replacement due to wear. A robust GLASSCAPE touchscreen, which can be operated with gloves, is integrated into the front end of the armrest to serve as an alternative user interface and visualization aid. Dedicated external quick access keys facilitate a fast switching between functions and allow for intuitive navigation. An additional touchscreen at the center of the steering wheel provides a live display of all major operating and monitoring options, which can be preselected by the driver via the GLASSCAPE touchscreen. A wear-free JOYSCAPE joystick is used for hydraulic control. RAFI supplies customized versions of these with additional actuators on request. 

At the Agritechnica show, RAFI showcased the versatile customization options available for operating panels and JOYSCAPE configurations by presenting a highly complex multi-functional joystick with a control console developed for the current generation of Kässbohrer PistenBully snow plows. Another JOYSCAPE highlight at the exhibition was a detachable, Bluetooth-enabled joystick with programmable keys, which is used in Aeby-Schmidt bulldozers. 

Electromechanical components were also featured, including RAFI's robust RAFIX 22 FSR range of control and signal devices for rough environmental conditions as well as various applications for MICON, RACON and RF 15/19 series tactile switches.
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About RAFI
Founded in 1900, RAFI now develops and produces electromechanical components such as pushbuttons and switches, operating systems such as touch screens, keyboards, electronic components, and systems for man-machine communication. RAFI products are employed in more than 30 industries, e.g., in medical equipment, mechanical engineering, road and railway vehicles, household appliances, and telecommunications. The RAFI group operates internationally with approx. 2,000 employees at ten sites in Germany, Europe, China, and the USA. The group’s headquarters are located in Berg (Baden-Württemberg, Germany).
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