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New E-Stop shows users whether it is activated

RAFI extends its LUMOTAST 16 range of compact Emergency Stop buttons, adding a version for detachable or wireless control units that actively signals whether it is connected to the Emergency Stop function of a machine or plant.

	

	Illustration: The new LUMOTAST 16 kill switch changes its color to red only when its Emergency Stop function is active



Until now, machine operators had to find ways to make inactive or unconnected Emergency Stop switches (E-Stops) inaccessible, for example by covering them up or even utilizing mechanical padlocks prohibiting activation. A new, illuminated Emergency Stop button offers a more practical and attractive solution. Only when the control device is actively connected, the pushbutton made of transparent colorless plastic is lit up by a red LED. The combination of an illuminated mushroom and a yellow enclosure ensures that the device complies with color regulations for Emergency Stops according to DIN EN ISO 13850. When inactive, the light is off. Lacking the typical red coloring, the clear plastic mushroom indicates it is not in control of an Emergency Stop shutdown. It should be noted, though, that a redundant E-Stop must be installed on the machine and must be available and accessible at all times when the remote control unit is in the inactive state. The extremely compact control units from the LUMOTAST 16 series fit in 16.2 mm mounting holes. Featuring a mounting depth of 18.2 mm, they require very little space inside the housing. Their installation takes seconds: once inserted into the mounting hole, the devices are attached by a single threaded nut behind the housing front panel. They can easily be connected via 2.8 x 0.8 mm quick-connect terminals. Like all LUMOTAST 16 series pushbuttons, the E-Stops feature IP65/IP67 ingress protection, suitable for harsh and outdoor environments.
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Company background RAFI group
Founded in 1900, RAFI now develops and produces electromechanical components such as pushbuttons and switches, operating systems such as touch screens, keyboards, electronic components, and systems for man-machine communication. RAFI products are employed in more than 30 industries, e.g., in medical equipment, mechanical engineering, road and railway vehicles, household appliances, and telecommunications. The RAFI group operates internationally with approx. 2,100 employees at ten sites in Germany, Europe, China, and the USA. The group’s headquarters are located in Berg (Baden-Württemberg, Germany).
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